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Every so often, it happens to a preacher. You have worked and reworked a homily to
the point where you're satisfied with it, and then something comes up and you have to start
over. That is my story this week. While in Baltimore for the annual fall assembly of the USCCB,
| received an email from my office alerting me to a coalition formed by a group of Protestant

ministers to urge support for the legalization of so-called “ same sex” marriage h
Oneof them decl ared that t he ysanfeeek’marriage“lfoedr al ob
a moral obligation to address it with you and with all of our Catholic faithfult oday ...and i n t

weeks ahead.

Forgive me for a bit of Marriage 101. Throughout the Bible from beginning to end,
marriage is always and only understood as the exclusive union of one man and one woman. In
sacred Scripture, God is revealed as the author of marriage. Marriage is a gift of the Creator
who,in Genesis, declares that “ it Sihedsgivewmat good t
partner, hi s equal, a hel pmat e. And so, we are tol
mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become onefl e s h . ” The first readi
today'targy picks up on t herthiwife, her valu far béydne me a s
pearls. Her husband, entrusting his heart to her,
husbands!) In the writings of St. Paul, the marriage of man and woman is used as a primary
image of the union of Christ and his Church.

The tradition of the Church for 2000 years has given witness to biblical teaching on

marriage withoutc o mpr omi s e . L of Christiarl marcake. latheologhy e | i t ur g
thereisthee x pressi on “ 1 ex or and hsthatif exlooks at thelveayn d i . ” |
we celebrate the liturgy—the words and actions—one can see something of what we hold true

as Catholics. Listentothe opening prayer of the Nuptial Ma s

mankind you willed that man and wife should be one. Bind N. and N. in the loving union of
marriage; and make their love fruitful so that they may be living witnesses to your divine love
int he worl d.”

One need not go to Scripture or Church teaching to understand that is the union of man
and woman--not man and man or woman and woman--that is the essence of marriage. All of
the great civilizations of the world have held to this truth. Christian ministers have, too, until
fairly recently, in the same way that Christian ministers had always repudiated abortion..until
recently. Pope John Kafthd bodgisatbdawifllexpligation of the truth that the
very design of the male and female bodies celebrates the complementarity of man and woman,
and reveals that the fulfillment of their longing for intimacy is in union with one another, a
union designed by God to bring new life into the world. Providentially, we witness today the
fruitfulness of married love as we celebrate the baptism of little May Florence. Thank you for
allowing us to share in this celebration with you and your family. Our prayers surround you as
you commit yourselves publicly to nurture, educate and form your child in the love of God and
in the Gospel values that you hold dear. You are what the Second Vatican Council called a
domestic Church, a Church of the home and family. We rejoice with you!

As | noted in my letter to Maine Catholics this weeke n d , “Marri age, as we
been preserved, rewarded and recognized by the state in numerous ways because the state has



long recognized the foundational nature of traditional marriage to the good of the nation and
entire civilizations. To support and encourage strong families is to support the building of a
heathyand productive societal structure that 1is

Marriage, as it has been known and lived for millennia, is under attack in our country,
and now, in our own state. Much of the argument to legalizeso-c al | ed “same sex” n
motivated by a concern, and a sincere one, | am sure, to secure certain legal benefits for people
in same sex relationships. The Diocese of Portland has been unwavering in its support of
hospital visitation rights or the sharing of health insurance benefits between household
members, people choosing to live together whatever their sexual orientation. That only seems
fair. However, to insist that complementarity of sexes is a fundamental prerequisite for
marriage is not to be unfair.

Marriage is being challenged throughout the country. Recent elections in California,
Florida and Arizona all resisted efforts to change the definition of marriage. Many more
challenges are expected in the days ahead, including a same sex initiative in Maine. We must
work together to preserve marriage for the good of our society. The Diocese will also continue
working to strengthen the preparation we offer couples preparing for marriage.

At the same ti me, | et’ s be nothaiatetodpdakat t he L
out on issues that threaten the basic dignity and human rights of any individuals, regardless of
their age, race, ethnicity, religion or sexual orientation. In particular, | call your attention to
these words from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, statingtheChur ch’ s aut hori t a
teaching when it declaresthath o mo s e x u a | persons “..must be acce
compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be
avoided.”

T o0 d a gspelscelekirates two servants who were faithful in the way they used what the
master had entrusted to their care. Our Master is the Lord, and He is asking us now to stand
faithfully together in order to preserve, protect and strengthen marriage as the gift of conjugal,
life-giving love between man and woman that our Creator ordained it to be for the good of the
world. May we hear the words of St. Paul to the Thessalonians as words spoken also to us here

and now : “.you, brothers and sisters, are not i1
thief. For all of you are children of the light and of the day. We are not of the night or of
darkness. Therefore, let us not sleep as therestd o , but | et us stay alert
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